
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER’S PROGRAM 

 

Philosophy 

The English Language Learners program is designed to help Limited English 

Proficient students develop the strong listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills needed 

to succeed in the mainstream while having a genuine and meaningful language experience.  

 

Program Goals 

 To aid the student in language acquisition to ultimately achieve fluency and the ability to 

successfully participate in the mainstream classroom and school activities 

 

 To help the student use English for communicative and expressive purposes 

 

 To serve as an enhancement to the classroom curriculum as well as fulfill basic 

communication needs 

 

 To constantly review and integrate skills already learned with those yet to be mastered 

 

ELL Program Overview 

  Students are pulled out for instruction. Based on the ELL teacher and classroom 

teacher’s input the program is individualized based on the student’s skills and strategies that 

need improvement. 

 

Identification Procedure 

 The New Jersey Administrative Code defines LEP student as, "...students from pre-

kindergarten through grade 12 whose native language is other than English and who have 

sufficient difficulty speaking, reading, writing, or understanding the English language as 

measured by an English language proficiency test, so as to be denied the opportunity to learn 

successfully in the classrooms where the language of instruction is English." (NJAC 6A: 15-1.2) 

The review process at Union Township School uses multiple measures to determine if an LEP 

student is ready to function successfully in the mainstream English program.  

Union Township analyzes the native language of a student by the following methods: 

 Registration paperwork 

 

 Parent interview 

Once a student's native language is determined, the Idea Proficiency Test is administered. A 

student eligible for the program would have a score below the state cutoff on the IPT and 

difficulty in one or more of the following areas which are available for review: 

 English reading level 

 Prior school performance  

 Achievement tests  

 Standardized test scores 

 Opinion of the teaching staff members 

Once eligibility is determined, the LEP student’s parent/guardian will be notified in writing 

(both in English and their native language) of their child’s identification as eligible for 

enrollment in an ELL program.  The LEP student’s parent/guardian may decline the enrollment 

of their child in the district’s ELL program.  The parent/guardian may also withdraw a pupil who 

is enrolled in an ELL program at any time except that during the first three years of a pupil’s 

participation in an ELL program a parent/guardian may only remove the pupil at the end of each 
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school year.  If the parent/guardian wishes to remove the pupil prior to the end of the school 

year, the removal shall be approved by the county superintendent of schools.  If the county 

superintendent determines that the pupil should remain in the ELL program until the end of the 

school year, the parent may appeal the county superintendent’s decision to the Commissioner of 

Education, or his designee.  The Commissioner’s decision shall be rendered within 30 days of 

the filing of the appeal. 

Once parent/guardian is notified of their child’s eligibility for daily ELL instruction and the 

parent does not decline enrollment, the LEP student will receive 30 minutes of ELL instruction 3 

times per week.  The ELL curriculum coincides with the mainstream classroom curriculum and 

state guidelines for ELL instruction. 

 

Exit Procedures 

 

1. The same factors used to determine if the LEP student qualifies for ELL services, along 

with scoring above the state established cut off score on the IPT, will be used to 

determine when the student is ready to function successfully in the mainstream classroom 

without additional ELL services. These factors include: 

 English reading level 

 Prior school performance  

 Achievement tests  

 Standardized test scores 

 Opinion of the teaching staff members 

Once the decision to exit the student is made, the district will notify the parents by letter 

(both in English and their native language). If there is any disagreement with this decision, the 

parents may appeal in writing to the ELL teacher and the Supervisor of Special Services. 

 

2. A parent(s) or legal guardian(s) may remove a pupil who is enrolled in a bilingual 

education program pursuant to provisions in P.L. 1995 c. 327 

 

Goals for program 

1.  To use English to communicate in social settings 

 Students will use English to participate in social interactions  

 Students will interact in, through, and with spoken and written English for personal 

expression and enjoyment  

 Students will use learning strategies to extend their communication skills 

 

2.  To use English to achieve academically in all content areas 

 Students will use English to interact in school  

 Students will use English to obtain, process, construct, and provide subject matter 

information in verbal and written form  

 Student will use appropriate learning strategies to construct and apply academic 

knowledge  

 

3.  To use English in socially and culturally appropriate ways 

 Students will use the appropriate language variety, register, and genre according to 

audience, purpose, and setting  

 Students will use nonverbal communication appropriate to audience, purpose, and setting  

 


